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‘For.eigh tech needed
for mega oil project’

By B lzzak

KUWAIT: Kuwait must seek the help of foreign companies that
own advanced technology needed to develop the country’s
northern oilfields in an investment that would cost $8.5bn, for-
mer ministers and top oil executives said vesterday, The former
officials expressed their views during a meeting with the
National Assembly financial and economic affairs commuttee,
head of the committee MP Abdulwabiab Al-Haroun said. “All of
them supparted the principle that we must seek foreign. -
ise to develop the oilfields. All of them are ed that
developing the northern fields needs technology that Kuwait

does not have,” Haroun told reporters after the meeting.
“Kuwait's expertise in oil procuction has so far been concen-
tratied on extraction of easy o, We have not developed expert-
ise to deal with difficult oil in the northern oilfields,” he said.
Haroun said that the advanced technology needed for the mega

investment, known as Project Kuwait, is only available
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Continued from Page 1 added. er meeting next week with Energy Minister

The investment calls to increase produc- mtumudmumwmm

with forelgn ofl majors. But the fonmer min-  ton from four oilfields in the north of the'  legal aspects of the proposed agreement. After
with companies must be “very clear 4y to 900,000 bpd and that the additional pro-  will include its version on the proposed agree-
and well-defined so Kawait is not . duction will come from secondary reservoirs | mient or druft law, Haroun said. The experts
The experts warned that Kuwast could he  that are difficult to develop. MPs have been  have nol raised any opposition to the project,
missing t opportunitics by delayin opposed (o the project for fear that foreign ol but only called for clarifying o number of provi-
mm-u.wm“md“na companies may control Kuwait's oil resources  slons in the proposed dradt legzslation, he sad.
reservoirs because their condition ts appalling. thet generate mare than 90 per cent of publsc Kuwsit, which sits stop uremd 10 perdedqt




