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KUWAIT CITY, March
3: Kuwait Qil Company
(KOC) is planning to
drill 35 new wells per
year for the next 10
years in Burgan oil-
fields to bring the num-
ber of wells in the area
to 1,100 — including
the existing ones, say
SOUrCes.

KOC is planning to spend
some cne hillion dinars on
three huge comstruction and
maintenance projects, which
will be completed by 2009,
they add.

A rteliable source said a
study conducted by KOC has
shown over — exploilation of
the il wells may lead to acei-
dents like the recent fire in (il
Collection Centre 15, adding
“this forced KOC to rethink its
strategy lor the maintenance of
the oil wells,”

Claiming Kuwaiti oil wells
can. continue their existing
production  without  any
© problem until 2020, he said
“it is imporlant KOC uses
the latest technology in
drilling oil.”

On the northern oilfelds,
the sources said “the current
production from this area is
600,000 bpd. Northern oil-
lields have the capacily Lo
yield 800,000 bpd when the
maintenance projecls are com-

pleted. With the assistance of

foreign companies we can
increase the production of
northern oilfield o 900,000
bpd.”

Meanwhile, a reliable
souree lold Al-Qabas KNPC
has temporarily shut down
operations  at  Shuaiba
Eefinery for routine mainte-
nance work, which is done
once. . in . four = years.
“Operations will resume as
“soon 48 the' mainlenance
work isx completed,” he
added.
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