MPs open push for ‘stamp’

rights on Project Kuwait
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The contnvessy botween supporers el
BRI EIES of the project boils aver a hill
pproved: by palament’s financial and eco-
e atfairs cornrmilles i Jue:

Oppenents olaim the bl woeld give the
swvemnent the Aght ko sien deals with foreign
pimpanics to develop four oilfields near tho
wirdery with Lrag, withiml securng  patia
wEnk’s approval,

“Hogives Energy Ministor Sheikh Ahmad
Fahd Al-Sabali extensive snthomly b sign
feals with fueeian: comtpanics withoul parlia-
neat’s approval, s pofiing Kowait's sole
bl resturces at risk,” Abdali vaid, |

The grvernment and (s supporters, hiwey-
o imuist than the bill containg sofficienn guar-
witees o serve Boibwenl's interests and mmaintam
soneral over itd nolional Tesourcees:

It limits the investment to four oilfields
sl reles ourany mle for agents o hinkers
and subyjects the project to existing Kewald
s sl not L [oreicn arbiczation.

Under the W], Kowait will atso have (e
fight to Impose & production cut ar ay time,
witiont compensstion, and companies fave o
pu{ income tax o profils of up 6 25 per cent,

[he bill is expectad g beftre parliament
aftes the next terms ppens m Gl 17,
_ The oppesition groups have te sapport of
aboat 13 MPs in 4 house el consists of 50
kiwrniadkers and 13 cabines ministers who enjoy
g rights.

The investment, know as Praject Kowaiy
i catimpled o eost sime 8.5 billien dollars
wver 8 2oycar period with the aim fo oot
arduetion vl the Felds Frome 530,000 berrely
el day (bt SOCLTK0 bpd.

Project Kipait has heen stilled tor mome
Han a decade by Tesistance Nom MPs aho
[eur that the counrmy s rosources could be gor-
renderedd o internaticnal ofl compaies.

Ad-Ahuduli also said all the politica] blocs
were surprised when the Finanee  and
Eccmomic Committes specded wp s mepor
dunng the summer vacation of Pafisment,
addine “statements sued by members of the
sommittes wene Tur From the Tacts mentionzd
in the repont, 15 the pratect is neally a8 sucosss-
Ful 25 they claimy, 0wl market fself withou

the mieed for such wimctive stataments |

Croubting the socumicy uf e ligures men-
oned i the press statements issuad by mem-
bers il Lhe committes, he said “Rmeign com
pianies participating in the progect will gam a
prodic wf uply 14 billion dollars, a fect which
the commitles has failed to meaben i ils
repom. Muybe meinbers ol ths commities
were under pressore from the government nid
t diselose this fael,”

Referring to former head of St Security
Sheikh Mishusl Ad-farmah’s fecent satemenl
thes powcenmicat Had spent seven milliod dinars
to pass the deaft law pnowomen’s political
riahis, - Al-Abdali said Twe don’l know how
much the government will have W spend ©
retss this Tawe”

Meanwiile, Parliament Speaker Tassem Al
Khorafi denied the government has reguesied
b b speed up disenssions on the nenhern
ealitelds reprot. which s listed on the agenda
of the National & ssembly

Deputy Presier, Minister of State for
Cabinet and Natiomal Asscmbly  AfFuirs
Mohamimed Thailallah Sharar has not tatked Lo
me about thix fssue aniil aee, the Speaker
i,

Expressing fiy regrsd on the aiciease in
armong hetwezn WIS o the norhern ilfields
prvject. Al-Khorafi sakd “it burts e when dis-
piies g0 heyond acoopted norms of discus
saon, WPs should daal with ssues withaut any
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N_mnpposed in principle

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 1, {Agencies): Kuwaili opposition groups
luunched a campaien on Saturday against a $8.5 Dillin o project,
snisting that any deal signed with foreign oil majors must be rali-

fied by parliament.

“The political yroups do nat object to the project in principle but
are opposcd Lo allempts o violae the constilution.” Masswer Al-
Abdali, spakasman for cight opposition groups, mld reponers,

“The constitution alfirms the rght of parlizment to review end rat
ify any long-erm investment sgresment sigmed by e government
with Foreign oil majors,” he gaid after a meting of the cight groups.

The epposition groups declared their meeting 43 “open-ended”
and decided o hold six public mestingy W parner public backing

aguinst the project,
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runcur, which will only weaken the relutions
hevween them.” |
Adtherual having ditference of opinion is

acceprable. mping them mlo andemoctatic. |

glispites is very sad, he noted,

Stressing nobody should doubt the inen-
[ioms of membery of the Finance oml
Foonumic Committes, ke siigl “the Chainman
aned memhers of the commilies hayve dong an

Ceseellent job and exerted huge ellorts ia

pregiring this report ‘Lhey deserve aur appre-
citdon ircspective of whether we ugree with
therr earclusion o not,”

O the fosmer head of State Securily Sheikh
Miahaal Al-Jarrah’s statement bl the govern-
menl paid scven million dimary o MPs 1o pass
the women's politiesl nghis law, Al-Ehiorah

caaid T will discuss this sue wills members of

the Parliament CFfice 1 come up with & dedi-
ainn.”

The povernment should also go into this |

issuE [0 take tho proper s, e noted,

O the thecats by sanse WP, ey will arill
several ministers o the coming feaislaive
terrn, the Speaker said “hy mature 1 oam opt
eiistic. Soctar [ bave vod recedved anformation
vy prilling and ©am con fdent ol MPy will
aores o do our duties und respongibilities oz
all of s are committed w the the welliwe of
citizens and their interest.”

“The northem otlfields development praject
is concerned with the vperations-of ouly four
ailtields in Morthern Buwair and the goverm-
medit will have s present o new dreaft Taw if it
wants o add more aallelds o the cureent proj-
et savs Charman and Munaging Director of
Al-Tanmiya il Development  Company
Adined Rashed Al-Avbced — who is alsa the
Manuging Dirsctor of Kuwail Project,

“The Northern Oilficlds Law doesn’t allow
the imvolvenient of agents or hidden agents
amil 07 there 5 any viokiion the contnet will
becorme null aed void,” ha adds,

In sttement Saturdav, Al-Arbesd said “the
prgect has Boen prepared pnd newnlen by
competent Kuwaitl legal experls as an opers-
fomal contact betwoon commercial conga
mies without forfeitimg the rghis of the conn-
[re.”

e desceibed the projeet as the *fruit of sy
eril years of haml work sl prepuaraticn,”
adding "apart from the views ol supposters
and opponents of the project, we suupbl the
assistance of legal, finsmuial, ecomomic, and
technical expers in the preparition of the peoj-
L

On the criticism of MEPs he drafi Taw has
severd] Toopholes which gllow the parinership
ol wpents, Al-Arbeed sid “Arficle 8 of the law
hans apents fonn interfering in the: project
while Article 9 gllows the parinership of a
Kieaid company owned by Kowait
Petrolewn Corperation (KPC). Members of
the Finance and Beonomic Cueminides sue-
gested (s partnership to help the company
fai experience.”

“The fact thit this company 14 totally awned
by KPC and has offered a5 siocks for public
subacriplion in the futtire imlersst of cifizens
has obviated the need for ange douis.” he said,
“Cilisens will be the shareholders of the com-
iy and o aonts ol any loreign company.”

Al-Arbeod went on W say e doaft g
specilies oalby four oil fetds ad i the govemn-
et want o inchode sy sdditonal viliield it
hus Lo pass 4 new fawe with the approval of
Parlinment, adding “the contrael for the proj-
cot will be berween ta cimimendial conipa-

Jhies. It i desigmed 1o kesp e govemmimen

wwily from any political involvement if inthe
Futire there (8 a cispute witl any of the foreizn
Cupnjanies.”

“This iz only #m operational coftoe)
Letwecn fwo commercial companics and nol ¢
teeaty,” he swid, “The Kuwaiti company hae
been mentaned in the contact to authorize il
to sign the comlract on behalf of Kiwail
according W he erucial and legal part of e
conrace,”

On the chmms of WPs foreign compenies
will ‘make 4 protit of over $19 billisn, Al-
Arbeed sand “gcearding to the financi gt of
the contrast fiveign companics will muke o
profit of 3.2 hillion. which 1o toduy’s lerms
will be worth 5900 million, In the nest 20
years our Lotsl oil production will weach [ive
illion burrels only fmor Saberiva, Rawdatein,
Retga, and Abdali notincludiog other mlfeids
in the eoomniry.”

A Kuwaiti opposition group is seen during a meeting, Ot 1, in Kuwait City. Kuwaiti oppo-
sition groups launched a campaign Saturday against an $8.5 billion all project, insisting
that any deal signed with foreign oil majors must ba rafifieo by Sarliament, (AFF)
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KUWATT: A Kuwaiti opposition group is seen during a mnlzel'ng 3'_estcrda}' i
Kuwait Cityv, Kuwaili opposition groups launched a campaign against an $8.
billion oil project, insisting that any deal signed with foreign oil majors must k

ratified by parliament. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyal




